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For God has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son He loves.  (Colossians 1:13) 
 

Who are you?  Well, “I’m a pro-lifer!”  “I’m a 
Christian!”  “I’m a mom!”  “I’m an American!”  “I’m 
a member of XYZ church!”  And so it goes… 
 

The answer to the question “who are you?” 
reveals what we consider our identity.  It reveals where we derive meaning, 
security, and significance.  It is tempting for those in the life arena to become so 

consumed with life affirming ministry that we wrap our identity up in that life 
ministry and so primarily think of ourselves as “pro-lifers” or “life-affirming 
Christians.”  Yet as good as it is to be life-affirming, it is not an identity reflective of 
our personal worth.  Let me explain. 

 
God is very clear that we primarily identify ourselves as He primarily 
identifies us as the beloved objects of His rescuing love. He expects His great 

rescue from sin in the person and work of Christ to be our chief statement of 
personhood and meaning.  “I am the one God rescued,” is what He loves to hear 
when He asks, “Who are you, my child?”  In addition, believing and saying so is the 
only identity statement that is untouchable by circumstances or our performance.  

Therefore, it is the only truly freeing and joyful platform for living our lives and 
conducting ministry.   
 
I remember when I was first saved by Jesus.  In those days, I would have not 

wavered a moment if someone asked me who I was.  “I’m rescued!”  “I’m saved!”  
“I’m loved by God!”  But the years and pileup of responsibilities often rob me from 
resting in this God-given, profoundly simple, and completely pure identity.  I replace 

it with things like “President of CFL,” or “Pastor,” or “friend.”  As good as those 
things are I often suffer in my heart when I make the swap.  When I hinge my 
identity on anything other than God’s rescuing me in Christ, I am subject to 
the winds of opinion, my performance, or worse.  How about you?  

 
God desires for us to do life-affirming ministry as we bask in the simple 
beauty of our identity as His rescued ones.  Our identity as His rescued ones is 

the “cart before the horse,” so to speak.  Next month, we’ll talk about the cart, but 
for now, consider the horse; that is, what it means to live each day in the joy of 
being God’s rescued one.   

        Rev. Douglas W. Merkey 
President, Churches for Life 

President’s Perspective: Explaining CFL’s Mission, 
What is a “gospel-driven” champion of life?  Part 2 - RESCUED 

Date Slate - Visit www.getintolife.org > CALENDAR for a complete list of life-

affirming events across the St. Louis region. 
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“…For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:10b) 
 

How easy is it for you to say, “help!”?  Is it an occasional thing for you, a cry 
uttered only in the darkest of times?  Or, is it the constant rhythm of your life?  Is it 
commonplace in some categories and places of your life and not others?  Should it 

be?  What does the Holy Spirit really intend in His words through Paul, above? 
 
The plain Biblical truth is that when we are weak, then we are strong.  But what, 
practically speaking, does that mean?  For one thing, it means getting 
comfortable with living in a 
posture of dependency on Christ.  
Not “getting comfortable” in the sense 
of “enjoying pain” or “being wrestled to 

a table and strapped down for a 
lobotomy.”  Rather, it means “getting 
comfortable” as in “living naturally and 

freely in that posture.” 
 
Take a look at the picture to the 
right.  While Christ certainly did not 

enjoy the pain He suffered on the 
cross, you could certainly say that He 
embraced it freely.  He naturally and 

freely chose total weakness by 
submitting to the cross.  He knew that in doing so, the cross would be an expression 
of supreme strength, the accomplishment of salvation!   
 

As you ponder that, ponder also Jesus’ words in Mark 8, “take up your cross and 
follow me.”  Jesus’ words are not so much about taking up a particular thing as much 
as they are about embracing a particular lifestyle; the lifestyle of naturally and freely 
embracing weakness as strength.  And Jesus’ words and cross-work are not merely a 

motivational or inspirational example in all of this.  The fact of Jesus embracing 
the cross/weakness and our faith in that fact means that He actually is 
living that life in and through us.  It means that we don’t have to wrestle 

ourselves to our own crosses by our own willpower.  Instead, it means that as we 
rejoice in Christ, receive and relate to Him in an intimate love relationship, that He 
changes us and lives His life through us.  More specifically, He lives the “embracing 
weakness as strength” life through us. 

 

So, again we ask, “How easy is it for you to say ‘help!’?”  Jesus in you says, “It’s My 
nature to embrace weakness as strength.”  Cling to Jesus, and ask Him to live that 
life through you more and more.  When you find yourself charging ahead in all your 

glory and strength, stop and turn to Jesus.  Ask Him to live His cross-work through 
you in those very moments.  In relationship with Him, He will change you into a 
person who looks like Him and who embraces weakness is strength. 
 

 

Gospel-Driven Encouragement: Weakness as Strength, Part 2 
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Sharing Your Time & Talents 
Jesus is growing CFL!  How about serving Him by giving your time and talents/skills 
to His work among us on Team CFL?  We will train you for any of these service 
areas, starting with making sure you have the basic gifts for your area of interest.  
Contact Doug at doug@getintolife.org or (314) 267-4238 to get more information. 

 
1. CFL News – write, beautify, organize, and/or distribute 
2. Database – create, clean, and/or update the CFL database 

3. Website – write, beautify, and/or update 
4. Marketing – write and publish press releases, articles, etc. 
5. Partner Follow Up – improve CFL’s interaction with financial partners, compile and 

send Prayer & Praise reports to various constituents, etc. 

6. Various Administrative – create and execute mailings, file, prepare workshop 
materials, help with other CFL events, etc. 

 

Sharing Your Treasure 
If Jesus has given you treasure (money) beyond your church tithe, and you resonate 
with what He’s doing at CFL, we invite you share your treasure to help meet these 
specific ministry needs.  To serve Jesus this way, visit www.getintolife.org and click 

on the DONATE button, or mail your gift to PO Box 411752, St. Louis, MO 63141.  All 
gifts will be tax deductible pending IRS approval of CFL’s non-profit status. 

1. MONTHLY GIFT of any amount – helps CFL and Rev. Merkey walk with Christ to 

nourish churches as gospel-driven champions of life on a daily basis 
2. $1,000 - secures CFL trademark/identity, paving the way for national expansion  

3. $3,500 - adds a tool to our website which will help Life Teams and churches 
help congregants explore ways to use their gifts in life-affirming ministry  

4. $950 – buys a table top display that gives CFL an attractive, meaningful presence 

at church missions conferences and other trade-show-like events  
5. $10,000 (per year) - hires a part-time administrative support person, freeing 

Rev. Merkey to focus on serving churches  
6. $710 – mails an update to inform and thank our partners 

7. $250 - prints a promo piece to inform prospects of CFL’s mission and resources 
8. $350 - buys CFL pens to use as giveaways and reminders of CFL’s ministry  

Enjoy CFL Resources 
1. Website resources, www.getintolife.org – sermons, life-affirming Scriptures by 

category, helpful articles, regional calendar, and more! 

2. Personal coaching – help your church start or grow a gospel-driven Life Team 
3. Sidewalk Supporter Boot Camp – Nov. 15 @ ThriVe St. Louis 
4. Life Team 101 – February 21, 2009 @ Twin Oaks Presbyterian Church 

 

 Serve Jesus ~ Build Relationships ~ Champion Life 

TTEEAAMM  CCFFLL  
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Some statistics show that 90% of pregnant, abortion-minded women who 
see their unborn baby on an ultrasound decide to choose life!   
 
Imagine yourself as the person who performs the ultrasound God uses to 
reverse the future of a mom, dad, and their unborn child from death to life.  
What a thrilling way to serve Christ and make a big difference in the lives of people! 
 
If you already are a certified ultrasonographer, ThriVe® St. Louis’ Pregnancy 
Resource Centers is an ideal place for you to make just such a difference.  If you are 

not yet certified, ThriVe can train you.  Either way, to further explore serving Christ 
and deeply impacting people with your skill/desire in this area, contact Erin Kelley: 

(314) 783-3040 x224 or ekelley@thrivestlouis.org. 

 
 
If you need to be certified, ThriVe is hosting a First 
Trimester Limited Ultrasound Training, Monday through 

Thursday, October 6 through 9, at their St. Louis City Center 
(4331 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis, MO  63108).  Course instructors 
are highly qualified individuals with extensive experience in 

pregnancy center ministries.  They lead this four-day 
beginner’s course which incorporates hands-on experience and 
lecture formats. It is expected that you will learn from 20-30 
instructor-led scans.   10 of these scans will allow you to 

continue training, contributing to the additional 50-75 
supervised needed to establish competency.  

 

 
 

 
ThriVe® St. Louis, in partnership with Central Presbyterian Church and The National 

Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families, are sponsoring an evening with 
Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse, Ph.D. and author of Smart Sex: Finding Life-Long Love in 
a Hook-Up World.  Dr. Morse, founder and President of the Ruth Institute, will speak 
on Sunday evening, October 26, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Central 

Presbyterian Church, 7700 Davis Drive, St. Louis, Missouri.  
 
Dr. Morse brings a unique voice to discussions of love, marriage, 

sexuality and the family.  After her presentation, Dr. Morse will 
answer questions from the audience.  
 
The event is free to the public.  Seating is limited, so RSVP to 

Terri D. Hunter, VP of Development ThriVe® St. Louis 314-783-
3040 x225, or thunter@thrivestlouis.org.  www.thrivestlouis.org  
 

 

 

ThriVe St. Louis – Ultrasonographers Needed – Training Available 

Promoting Smart Sex – Making the Hook-Up Uncool 


