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1. President’s Perspective  July 26 – CFL’s Church 101 for Agencies 
2. Gospel-Driven Encouragement  Aug 9 – CFL’s Sidewalk Supporter Boot Camp 
3. Testimony: CFL + YOU + GOD  Aug 23 – CFL’s Life Team Leader Workshop 
4. Help for Life-Affirming Agencies  Sept 27 – CFL’s Life Team 101 Workshop   
5. New “Choose Life” MO License Plate   
6. CFL Website Update   Soon, our online calendar will list CFL and  
7. Partnership Opportunities  other regional life affirming events!  
    
   
 
    
Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her 
by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to Himself as a 
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.  (Ephesians 5:25b-27) 
 

You can practically feel the steam coming off these words.  Jesus is smitten with 
passion for His church, especially particular communities of Christians committed to 
walking together in what we call “a local church.”  As communities of those who trust 
in Christ for eternal life and who are collectively the objects of His affection, this 
passage should make us blush! 
 
Sadly, it seems at times that Jesus is the only one who loves His bride, the local 
church.  More and more she is the object of criticism, pillage, or abandonment by 
worldlings and Christians.  Our own Americanized brand of Christianity can 
sometimes shirk the authority and blessing of the local church in the name of 
“getting the job done.”  I sometimes wonder how Christ views such behavior? 
 
What comes to mind is a scene in the movie Gladiator.  Maximus, a loyal Roman 
general who falls into disfavor with an evil Caesar, is driven by devotion and love for 
his wife to rescue her from a Roman cohort dispatched to ravage then kill her.  His 
love compels him.  He rides day and night to reach her.  Yet he arrives too late.  As 
he slowly approaches the burning remains of his estate, he falls at the feet of his 
wife who is hanging dead from a tree.  He cries.  He moans.  He caresses her 
scorched feet in unbridled pain.  His heart is broken. 
 
Perhaps that illustration is too graphic and intense.  Perhaps you think I am carrying 
the idea of Jesus’ passion for His Bride, especially expressed as local churches, too 
far.  Perhaps we need to read Ephesians 5:25-27 again!  Jesus’ passion for His 
church makes Maximus’ passion for his wife look like a cheap sideshow.  His broken 
heartedness at her being used and abused must be at least as intense. 
 
It is because the church – that is, the local church – is the specific object of Christ’s 
affection that CFL works primarily with them.  Because He is passionate about local 
churches, we are passionate about local churches!       
        ~Doug  

President’s Perspective: CFL’s Mission - Why Churches for Life? 

In this issue CFL Date Slate 
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What is the loudest sound that you hear within you?  What is the sound that rings 
the loudest day in and day out? The loudest sounds that you hear and listen to are 
the true indicators of what is really happening in your spiritual walk.  Can you really 
say, whatever your age, whatever your circumstance, that apart from all the good 
and beautiful sounds that you hear within you, Jesus’ voice rings loudest?  When 
anything else becomes the center of your being, when work or ministry [even life-
affirming ministry of any kind], husband or wife, or son or daughter becomes the 
center of your being, then it is time to re-examine your heart’s deepest priorities and 
affections.  At school, at work, at play, the sound that rings loudest within you 
should be Abba, Abba, Abba, Abba, Father – that’s who I live for! 
 
The reality is that it is possible to be active in God’s work, [even life-affirming work], 
be used by Him to touch people, and at the same time be losing out in the inner 
man.  Emptiness can begin to crowd its way into your heart.  Lack of satisfaction in 
what you are doing can settle over you.  Why?  Because as you are giving yourself to 
“marvelous ministry,” you are drying up inside.  In the midst of it all, Jesus no longer 
is the center of your being.  Abba, Father is no longer the loudest sound within you. 
 
Jesus is the Way.  He is not only the Way to God, but He is the Way into all that God 
has for us.  In reality, we don’t do our work for Him; He does His work through us.  
So, is Jesus all you really want?  Is He enough?  Is “Abba” what you really want in 
the center of your being?  Way down deep, do you hear the voice of the Spirit of God 
talking with your spirit and saying, “Abba, Father?”  I encourage you to get quiet 
before Him today and nail down in your spirit what is the loudest sound that you 
want to hear. 
 
Romans 8, and Don’s observations on it, are of primary importance to doing life-
affirming ministry!  That’s because it is very easy to let the cry of “save babies!” or 
“wake up the church!” take the place of The Holy Spirit’s primary work in our hearts, 
which is to have us cry “Abba, Father!”  It’s not that one replaces the other; it’s that 
one is more primary and deep than the other.  “Abba, Father!” must be the first and 
deepest cry within us.  Having it so enables us to serve joyfully, freely, and securely 
in life-affirming ministry!  A copy of “The Abba Cry” by Don Lessin is given to each 
participant in any Churches for Life workshop as way to help us become gospel-
driven champions of life, which is the core of CFL’s mission.  Come to any CFL 
workshop to get your copy, or buy one at www.dayspring-store.com.  

Gospel-Driven Encouragement: The Abba Cry 

“…But you received a spirit of adoption as sons by which 
we cry out, ‘Abba!  Father!’  The Spirit Himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are children of God…”  Romans 
8:15b-16   
 
Don Lessin, in his little 30-page book The Abba Cry, helps 
Christ-followers drink from the deep well of encouragement 
offered by our God in these amazing verses.  Let Don’s 
observations, selected from various places in his book, 
nourish you as a gospel-driven champion of life: 
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Life Team 101 is the workshop CFL offers to help church folk start or restart a Life 
Team at their church.  Basically, a Life Team is a group of people who, under the 
watch care of their church’s leadership, help their church grow as a gospel-driven 
champion of life.  Here is what a few of the 18 attendees at CFL’s May 31, 2008 Life 
Team 101 workshop had to say about it: 

 

 

The next Life Team 101 workshop is on September 27, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm, 
at Chatham Bible Church.  Register online at www.getintolife.org – go to the 
calendar tab!  Cost of the workshop is $10.    
 

 

 

 

All life-affirming agencies (i.e. crisis pregnancy centers, adoption agencies) want and 
need vibrant relationships with local churches.  Unfortunately, seeing this desire 

become reality is sometimes wrought with frustration.  Without 
properly understanding church dynamics, agencies oftentimes 
are shut out or are relegated to merely occasional, superficial 
connections to a local body.  Churches for Life has developed a 
workshop, Church 101 for Life-Affirming Agencies, to address 
these exact needs! 
 
This workshop will help the staff of life-affirming agencies work 
with/in local churches to develop healthy, multi-faceted, 
mutually-beneficial relationships with churches.  It is taught by 
CFL founder, Rev. Douglas W. Merkey, who has had extensive 
experience as a pastor, life-affirming agency board member, 
and as the Chaplain and Director of Church Relations for a 
large regional life-affirming agency.  Pastor Merkey brings the 

Bible and all his experience to bear on this extremely practical workshop.    
 
The next Church 101 for Life-Affirming Agencies (CH101) workshop is July 

26, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  Register online at www.getintolife.org – go to the 
calendar tab!  Cost of the workshop is $10.    
 

Testimony: CFL + YOU + GOD = CFL’s Life Team 101 Workshop 

This was so applicable to all aspects of 
life!  What an encouraging and convicting 
(in a good way) morning.  Everyone 
should attend one of these. 
 
Engaging.  Biblically-based. 
 
Very well organized and good hand-out 
material.  You also had good visual 
images.  Well planned, very professional. 

Help for Life-Affirming Agencies – July 26 
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You can now graciously express your life-affirming convictions every time you drive 
your car by ordering and installing Missouri’s newly available “Choose Life” license 
plate!  It’s a beautiful design with a godly message.  Even more, fees collected from 
the "Choose Life" plate will be used to support life-affirming adoption efforts, 
pregnancy resource centers, and maternity homes across Missouri.  To purchase a 
plate or for more information visit www.IM4IT.org, or contact the group that worked 
for 3 years to bring the plate into reality, Choose Life Missouri, Inc., at 
contact@chooselifemissouri.org.  Order your plate today - the first 200 plates must 
be pre-ordered before the state will print them, so now it's up to life-loving 
Missourians to purchase the plate and spread the word to friends and family!  

 

  
 
 
 
 
Churches for Life wants and needs you as a partner!  Here are the most accessible 
ways you can partner with us to nourish churches as gospel-driven champions of life:    
 

PRAY.  Add CFL to your prayer lists.  Our top requests are (1) spiritual protection, 
(2) financial footing, (3) board members, and (4) opportunities to serve. 
 

FINANCIAL GIVING.  One-time or monthly checks received with gladness in 

any amount!  Send checks, payable to “Churches for Life,” to PO Box 411752, St. 
Louis, MO 63141.  If your check is the first of an ongoing monthly commitment, 
please note that in the check’s memo section.  Churches for Life is in the process of 
becoming a registered 501(c)3 organization, and as such, all contributions to it 
will be tax deductible.  You will receive a statement of your contribution in time to 
prepare your annual tax return, pending our approval as a 501(c)3.   
 
CONNECT.  Contact us to schedule vision-sharing meetings with those in your 
congregation or organization who might resonate with CFL’s mission: session, 
diaconate, missions committee, life-minded congregants, board of directors, etc. 
 
 
 
 
Contact CFL       To take your name off the 
Mail: PO Box 411752, St. Louis, MO 63141    CFL News distribution list, 
Email: info@getintolife.org      let us know email by emailing 
Phone: (314) 267-4238      info@getintolife.org.  Thanks. 

FYI: CFL’s Website will be re-launched SOON!  We’ll send you an email… 

Partnership Opportunities 

Contact & other information 

Order a Missouri “Choose Life” License Plate Today! 


