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President s Perspective: CEL's Mission - Why Churches for Life? Part 2

The Church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the
Church. The Church is Christ’s body, in which He speaks and acts, by which He fills
everything with His presence. (Ephesians 2:22-23)

In computer lingo, there’s a CPU and there are peripherals. “CPU” stands for
“Central Processing Unit” because it is the core that runs the whole computer.
Peripherals are add-ons, like a wireless mouse or speaker system. They are run by
the CPU. It is never the other way around. The CPU drives the peripherals. The
CPU is “command central.” If the CPU malfunctions, peripherals malfunction. If the
CPU functions properly, peripherals function properly. That's the design.

The translation of Ephesians 2, above, uses the CPU-peripheral theme to help us
understand God’s design for The Church vis-a-vis the world. His basic design is that
the Church is to function something like a CPU in a world full of peripherals.
The Church, more particularly the local church, is to be “command central” for all
things redemptive. Culture’s CPU for redemptive things is not government, schools,
or even para-church agencies, which while helpful in their proper places, are all
peripherals to be deeply influenced by His CPU, The Church.

This design tells us where to focus our efforts at redeeming the peripherals of our
culture. We must focus on the CPU - local churches! That's the way God designed
things. What that means practically speaking is that The Church, God’s redemptive
CPU for the world, needs to be re-booted. The Church, specifically local Christ-
honoring churches, must reaffirm their calling as culture’s CPU by becoming
gospel-driven champions of the sanctity of human life. When that happens,
culture’s peripherals will be graciously driven to affirm life. Until that happens, our
culture’s peripherals will flounder and sputter between affirming life and death.

Churches for Life exists to re-boot the CPU (i.e. local churches) in the area
of the sanctity of human life. This is a big reason why Churches for Life exists as
Churches for Life. Or, maybe we should change our name to “"CPU’s for Life!” Either
way, texts like Ephesians 2 (among many others) are why we are focused where we
are. May God bless His CPU, The Church, as we walk with Him according to His
design for redeeming His world in the area of the sanctity of human life.

~ Doug
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Where do you feel most at home? Many of
us might answer by listing a physical place - on
the couch, at the beach, in our spouse’s arms,
with a special friend, or maybe at church. Truth
be told, God desires that He, Himself, be that
place for us, His beloved children through faith
in Christ.

Are you at home in God? That is, do you
derive your heart’s core safety, security, and
significance in relationship with Him? Or, do you feel God is just too miffed at you all
the time to consider Him your home? Maybe you see Him as a stiff, cold, starched-
shirt executive who's the last person you’d pick as your heart’s home. Or, maybe
you see Him as so adorable and soft that, while not threatening to you, He’s also not
really strong enough to be a home safe from outside evil. While an unbiblical view of
God will keep us from being at home with Him, a Biblical view will draw us to Him as
our home like chicks to a mother hen (cite Matt. 23:37)!

God wants us as His children in Christ to find our heart’s core safety,
security, and significance in relationship with Him. He says as much by
likening Himself to a hiding place (Ps. 32:7), a tower of refuge (Ps. 61:3), a shelter
(Isa. 25:4), a rock of safety (Ps. 71:3), and an oasis in the desert (Isa. 58:11). In
these and other passages, God reveals that He is tender and kind to His children
while remaining the all-powerful warrior God. It is precisely this combination that
makes Him so attractive as our ultimate home! For, He is warm and beautiful,
tender and compassionate, and also strong enough to protect us from our enemies
without and within (i.e. our own hearts).

In fact, God constantly invites us to come to Him in our weariness, pain,
suffering, and debilitation from trying to earn our own righteousness, as in Matthew
11:28, “come unto Me, all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” He does the same in Isaiah 51, "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the
waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! ...I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, My faithful love promised to David.” Notice in this
passage that it is a love-relationship with Himself that God intends to give those who
come to Him. He is inviting us home - home to Himself.

There is no substitute for God as our heart’s home. Prospering life-affirming
ministry won’t do. Being a mom, dad, executive, or supermodel will never provide
us the home we crave. Only God will do. He is our best and most wonderful home -
ever! Here is a prayer for us as we seek God as our heart’s ultimate home:

Abba Father, please help me to be more at home with/in You and more
uncomfortable with/in the vain “homes” of this world. Please release me from not
just physical entrapments without, but the immaterial entrapments within my own
heart. All these cloud our love relationship, and | want none of that. What | want is
a pure, clean connection with You, my true home. So, please release me into that
joy-full estate, o Lord, my God. Please help me find my home in You.
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Visit CEHL's New Website! www detintolife . org

Our New website, www.getintolife.org, was launched on July 21. Praise God! 1Itis
an ultra-convenient way to help you, your Life Team, and your church grow as a
gospel-driven champions of life. Visit today to:

Receive gospel-driven encouragement

Register for CFL workshops

Discover life-affirming events across the St. Louis Region

Access written and audio resources for life-affirming ministry: sermons,
Scriptures, articles, CFL Newsletters, and more

e Donate to and partner with CFL

e And more!

CEL's Life Team 101 - September 2/

CFL’s Life Team 101 helps churches start or restart a Life Team. Basically, a Life
Team is a group of people who, under the oversight of their church’s leadership, help
their church grow as a gospel-driven champion of life. Here is what a few of the 18
attendees at CFL’s May 31, 2008 Life Team 101 workshop had to say about it:

This was so applicable to all aspects of
life! What an encouraging and convicting
(in a good way) morning. Everyone
should attend one of these.

Engaging. Biblically-based.
Very well organized and good hand-out [

material. You also had good visual
images. Well planned, very professional.

The next Life Team 101 workshop is on September 27, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm,
at Chatham Bible Church. Register online at www.getintolife.org > CALENDAR >
September 27. Cost of the workshop is $10.

CFlL s Sidewalk Supporter Boot Camp — August 9

Life-affirming ministry on location at an abortion clinic is often
misunderstood and feared. Yet it remains extremely important to
a healthy, holistic life-affirming ministry in a church. CFL’s Boot
Camp addresses this difficult yet essential part of life-affirming
work by training Christians to minister on the sidewalk at an
abortion clinic in godly, gospel-driven, grace-and-truth balanced
ways. The next boot camp is August 9 at Chatham Bible church.
Register online at www.getintolife.org > CALENDAR > August 9.
Cost is $10 and includes snacks and 1 weather-proof sign.
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IhriVe St. L ouis — Work Days

Looking for a fun and active way to serve in the life arena \e
with your friends and without a lot of planning required on
your part? Then ThriVe's Work Day is for you, your Life ﬂE h ﬁﬂ u e
Team, and your church: 8/12, 9/13, and 10/14.

Come out the ThriVe St. Louis Corporate offices (also home of a Pregnancy Resource
Center) located in the Central West End and roll your sleeves up for a day of fun,
volunteering, and friends! Sign up for a few hours or the whole day! We will have
assorted projects that that fit all kinds of skills, or require minimal skills. There will
be something important for you to do and that you can feel good about doing.

Life Teams - this event is a good way to get people, especially teens, involved in the
life arena. Get more information at www.getintolife.org or call Erin Kelley,
Development Manager — ThriVe St. Louis, (314) 783-3040 x224.

Conference — How to Start a Church-Based Abortion Recovery Ministry

3 out of 5 women in America's churches need healing from a past abortion.
Guilt and sorrow hold many of them emotionally and spiritually captive. South
County Christian Counseling Center is sponsoring a conference to help equip
churches to reach out in the gospel to women in that situation. It will be held on
August 29, 8:30 am - noon. Cost of the conference is $40/person. You MUST
RSVP to Dr. Mary Jo Schneller at (314) 729-0481 or by TELEX1@aol.com. The
conference answers with questions such as these:

What's the nature of post-abortive suffering?

How do we identify women at risk?

How do we reach out to women hurting from a past abortion?
How do we help those who come forward wanting healing?
How can we make sure this ministry continues in our church?

CEL Partners lipdate

Thank you to all our ministry partners! We appreciate your prayers, financial
support, and opportunities for relationship and service. God’s work through you has
brought us over 40 churches to work with so far, churches that want to grow as
gospel-driven champions of life. God has also used you to help us launch our great
new website, www.getintolife.org. Most importantly, perhaps, God has blessed us
through your prayers with spiritual protection and encouragement. Thank you!

We are presently at about 45% of goal for monthly financial support. If you or
someone you know would like to partner financially with us, please direct them to
our website where they can give safely online. Or, have them call our President,
Rev. Douglas W. Merkey, at (314) 267-4238. Please also continue to pray for us; for
wisdom, spiritual protection, and opportunities to serve. Thank you for your
partnership.
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